BUTLDING SURVEY

MSTITUTION _LAURELTON CENTER

UILDING: No. _10  KAME _ Johnston Buildinmg
DESIGNED USE _ Client Housing
PRESE'!H"USB Storage

DATE OF SURVEY _May 15, 1995

DATE BUILT _1952

JESCRIPTIOR OF CONSTRUCTION _ Roof-asbestos shingles over wood frame; Walls =
Ixterior, stone, Interior, tile anéd n'lnter; Foundation and floors-concrete
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REPATRS OR CRITICAL REPATRS OR RENOVATIONS REQUIRED:

NONE

Protests Order To

Remove40 Ffom

Cottage At Laurelton Village

The president of the board of |
trustees st Laurelton State Village
described an ordered removal of
40 women from an institution eot-
tage as a “drastic” move capable
of eausing "great disturhance and
chaos.”

Fred W. Maue said at Shamokin
that “thie is drastic action and 1

J ohnéﬁxili &ﬁ:ﬁa&é .

hate to ¢ plate the disturbance
and chaos which might result from
this aetion.”

Wellare Secretary Harry Shapire
ordered removal of 40 mentally
defective women from the build
ing Tuesday in another step in his
eampaign to clean up what he
called “miserable conditions” in
some institutions under his depart
ment's jurisdiction

Shapiro deseribed the buildis
as “reminiscent of the dark a

“Jt must be remembered, Ma
aid in a statement, “that the
are some 1,100 girls at this insti
tution and that the secure ecollage
was built te isolate some 40 of
them who beeame violently di
turbed at certain periods.”

He said that the wemen were
put in this special cottage at the
Union County institution “so that
no harm will come to themselves
or other giris”

Eaclier, Dr, Effie Ireland, super
intendent of Laurelton, protested
Shapire’s order for removal of the
women from the eotlage
| Meanwhile, two officials of a

such conditions at the institution
ns:

1. Patients kept in solitary con-
finement for as long as six months
in 40 barred eells in Johnston eot.
tage, with each cell senled by a
solid wooden door that had only a
peephole and a siot for feeding
purposes

2. Using Johnston cottage for
punishment for rules infractions,

4. Torning on cold water only
once a day for washing purposes.

1. Limiting menls to a piece of
bread with just as much food as
could be placed on top of the bread
slice,

b, Turning off the water supply
for n teilet for n week.

. Removing mattresses from
s and forcing patients to sleep
springs or on the floor.
Beating and dragging & pa-

nt around by the bair,

% Restraining girls by strap-
o their arms together above
their heads for as long as o week,

Shapiro said testimony on these
conditions was provided by Mre,
Virginin Schneeberg, Mifflinburg,
rursing  difector of the village;
Misx Virginia Wilson, Milton, »
nurse, and Mrs, Doris Marino, Lew-
ishurg, n former social service
worker at Laurelton.

fiveman team continued a personal |
investigation today of the institu- «
tion, Dr, Hilding A, Bengs, com.
missioner of mental health, said t
the group will report its findings
to Shapiro, H
Lays Responsibility 1
In a statement concerning eondi- i
tions st Laurelton, Shapiro said 1
“the failure of the board to take !
some mensures to put an end 1o«
inhuman practices, places the re.|l
sponsibility for the continuance of|
these acts squarely upon them” Ia
He said the board was told of a



