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Aerial view of Laurelton Center, Union County
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Since 1971, the population of Pennhurst
has been reduced by 700. By November,
there will be only 850 left in the center,
he said.

Throughout Pennsylvama Shapp
noted, patient populations are down 25
percent since 1971, from 11,200 to 8,200,

Since 1971, the amount spent on com-
munity living arrangements has in-
creased more than 30 times, to $30 mil-
lion.

In spite of this major commitment to
such arrangements, Shapp said, ‘“We
cannot simply wave a magic wand and
erase the inequities and faults the many
decades of mistreatment have creat-
ed.”

Unsure of effect |

State officials are not sure what the ef-
fect of the decision might be, if the
state’s appeal is unsuccessful. If it is in-
terpreted narrowly, they say it may af-
fect only Pennhurst. However, they are
worried that a precedent may have been
established that will result in the eventu-
al closing of every institution for the
mentally retarded in the country.

““The decision does not on its face in
any manner relate to any other institu-
tion than Pennhurst,” said James R.
Adams, general counsel of the state
Bureau of Public Welfare legal office.

It may be that there are legal princi-
ples which would have application to
other facilities in other states, but this is
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Because of its possible effects, the
AFSCME council in Philadelphia is
watching the case closely, and intends to
join the state in fighting the order.

In his order, Broderick said that simi-
lar job opportunities should be made
available elsewhere, which is a general
practice when facilities are phased out.

and Columbia counties, said that any
change should come gradually. Already,
he says, fewer and fewer people are
being sent to state centers. “

Even without Broderick's opinion,
Evans said, the trend has been toward
bringing the retarded into the communi-
ty. :
Of the 121 residents of the four coun-
ties who are in state centers, he said,
“most of those are admissions prior to
1970.”

If Broderick's opinion is not reversed,
it may have the effect of speeding up a
process that was already under way any-
way.




